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souls may be detained in pains to the end of the world, though after the
day of judgment no third state will any longer subsist; God may, at the
end of the world, make the torments of souls which have not then satisfied
his justice so intense in one moment that their debts may be discharged.
For we know that he will exact a satisfaction to the last farthing. How
inexorable was he in punishing his most faithful servant Moses for one
small offence!l How inflexible with regard to David 2 and other penitents!
nay, in the person of his own divine Son! 3 This, even in the days of his
mercy; but, after death, his justice is all rigour and severity, and can no
longer be mitigated by patience. God answers their moans that his justice
must be satisfied to the last farthing, and that their " night is come in
which no man can work." * But they address themselves to us, and not
having a voice to be heard, they borrow that of the church and its preachers,
who, to express their moans and excite our compassion, cry out to us for
them in the words of Job: <{ Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, at
least you my friends; for the hand of God hath smitten me." 6 Gerson,
the pious and learned chancellor of Paris, represents them crying out to us
as follows:6 " Pray for us, because we are unable to help ourselves. You
who can do it, lend us your assistance. You who have known us on earth,
you who have loved us, will you now forget and neglect us? It is com-
monly said, that a friend is tried in the day of need. What necessity can
be equal to ours ? Let it move your compassion. * A hard heart shall fare
ill at the last day.'7 Be moved by your own advantage," &c.

If other motives have less weight with us, we certainly cannot be
insensible to that of our own interest. What a comfort shall we find to
eternity in the happy company of souls whose enjoyment of bliss we shall
have contributed to hasten! What an honour to have ever been able to
serve so holy and glorious saints! With what gratitude and earnestness
will they repay the favour by their supplications for us, whilst we still
labour amidst the dangers and conflicts of this world! When Joseph fore-
told Pharaoh's chief butler the recovery of his dignity, he said to him,
41 Remember me, when it shall be well with thee; and mention me to
Pharaoh, that he may bring me out of this place." 8 Yet he remembered
not Joseph, but forgot his fellow-sufferer and benefactor. Not so these
pious souls, as St Bernard observes:9 only the wicked and depraved, who
are strangers to all feelings of virtue, can be ungrateful. This vice is far
from the breasts of saints, who are all goodness and charity. Souls delivered
and brought to glory by our endeavours will amply repay our kindness by
obtaining divine graces for us. God himself will be inclined by our charity
to show us also mercy, and to shower down upon us his most precious
favours. '* Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy."10 By

1 Deut. iii. 24, 25.                   a a Kings (Samuel) xxiv. 15.                         8 Matt. xxyi. 36.

4 John ix. 4.              5 Job xix. 21.               * Gerson, t. iii. p. 193,             7 Ecclus. iii. *6.

* &en. xl. 14.             * Serm. 5 in Fest. Omn. Sanct. n. u.                        10 Matt. v. 7,